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Dear friends and benefactors, 

 

I write to you once again with the purpose of 

communicating to you our best wishes for this time of 

Christmas which has just begun, and to give you the 

news regarding the life of our Colombian apostolate. 

The year 2019 came with multiple difficulties, 

particularly of economic character; for this mission, as 

of today, carries a debt of $35,000 dollars. This situation, 

common in the foundational stage of all projects, causes unceasing anguish 

and restlessness, seeing how the bark is shaking as our Lord seems to sleep. 

However, this is not so. Our apostolic achievements and the fruits we have received, both on 

the moral and the material levels, greatly surpass the adversities we have faced. Therefore 

we should live in continuous thanksgiving to God our Lord, who reveals himself solicitous 

in the joys and difficulties of everyday to those who boldly place their trust in Him in the 

construction of His Kingdom.  

Once again, the greatness of the Lord shows itself above all adversity, and says to us in our 

hearts: Why are you fearful, O ye of little faith? (Mt.8,26) 

Confident in His word, we began working, and we entrust ourselves to the action of God. 

Only that way will our daily work be fruitful. 
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School year 2019. 

We began the schoolyear 2019 with good 

news that the school-cycle of Media 

Vocacional was approved for our school by 

the Secretary of Education of Cundinamarca. 

This allows us to expand our educational 

services to “Vocational Middle-School” and 

issue the degree denoted Título de Bachiller 

Académico, thus concluding all the formative process previous to advanced or technical 

studies. 

Aware of the difficulties our youth encounter when continuing their professional formation, 

particularly at the socio-economic level and for the geographic location, we presented an 

educational proposal to the governmental authorities which is somewhat sui generis. This 

includes an additional year between the end of the school-cycle of Básica Secundaria (grades 

one to nine) and the beginning of the cycle of Media Vocacional (grades tenth and eleventh). 

This added year involves a series of methodological components that seek to (i) establish a 

process by which students will mature morally, intellectually, and humanely; (ii) reaffirm 

fundamental knowledge in the different areas of learning; (iii) deepen personal interests; 

(iv) vocationally orient the young people through immersion in laboral spaces 

(industry/business), academic spaces (university) and cultural exposure (exchange with 

families in the US). 

 

 



Fraternidad Sacerdotal San Pedro 
Casa San Martín de Porres 

Vda. La María – Sitio Los Veleños 

 Anolaima – Cundinamarca   

Colombia 

 
www.fsspcolombia.com 

E.mail. fsspcolombia@gmail.com / Tel. (+57) 320 385 64 61 

 

 

 

The results of the first experience done with some of our 

students were fully satisfactory. Furthermore, the proposal 

received public recognition in the academic level during 

the 4th Latin-American Congress of Rural Education 

and Psicology, which had place in Bogota in September 

2019. This motivates us to continue working with the end 

of optimizing some methodological, infrastructural and 

formative conditions in the short-term and middle-term. 

Meanwhile, we continue reinforcing the educational 

procedures in place so far, whose results according to the 

ISCE (Synthetic Index of Educational Quality) we pare 

laced in Advanced Level with a higher average than that 

obtained by the other educational institutions of the 

country. 

 It is necessary to say that part of the academic progress 

accomplished by our students has been thanks to the 

continuous training of our teachers –five of them 

obtained their academic degrees, (graduate and 

undergraduate,) bringing to the institution their respective 

research works– and to the diverse institutional alliances  

that have been established. It is worth noting the close 

bond that unites us to the Agrarian University of 

Colombia (UNIAGRARIA),  
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to the Educational Foundation for Work and 

Human Development (FUNDEC) and to the 

Astronomical Observatory Maximiliano Alzate, 

where our kids find an optimum space for the 

development of the sciences. 

There are other noteworthy achievements of less 

impact, but equally important for the integral 

development of our kids, as for example, the diverse 

training opportunities in the area of food processing 

and entrepreneurship, the implementation of the 

computer lab, the broadcast of our radio transmitter 

Emisora Savio Stereo, the opening of our electrical 

lab, the good scores obtained at the departmental 

mathematics olimpiads, organized by the Normal-

Superior School of Pasca, the first place won at the 

competition of English-singing organized by the 

Integrated College of the Holy Cross, and the third 

place at the 2019 Cooptenjo talent-show 

competition … As St.John Bosco said: “To be good, 

you just have to practice three things and everything 

will work out for you. What are these thee things?: 

Joy, study and piety.” Truly, we have  
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exceptional kids. In the end, we closed the academic 

year with a total of 212 kids of ages comprised between 

3 and 16, and with the graduation of 54 students. 

Not in Bread alone doth man live. 

One of the great moments of the year was brought by the 

visit of Rev. Fr. Andrej Komorowski, current superior 

general of the Priestly Fraternity of St. Peter, who came 

to visit us in mid-May. During his stay, he had the 

opportunity to visit our kids, faculty and staff, and 

families, besides confirming the achievements made in 

the last years of work. 

Fruit of the different encounters and conversations had, 

a new apostolic project came to light denoted PIDIAL 

(Project of Institutional Implementation and 

Development in Latin-America), which, God-willing, 

will be presented to the superiors of the FSSP during the 

next Plenary council which will take place January 23 of 

2020 in Denton, Nebraska. 

Furthermore, he invited us to keep the doors open to our 

house of vocational discernment Casa San Martín de 

Porres to host all young Latin-American men with a  
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vocational restlessness. Currently we have two 

Colombian seminarians taking courses in 

philosophy and spirituality at the International 

FSSP Seminary in Wigratzbad, Germany, 

furthermore we have three candidates in 

discernment from Colombia, Mexico and 

Venezuela, who will enter the seminary in 

October. 

With regards to our students, a group of seven 

students and some parents received the 

sacrament of confirmation, while more than 20 

kids received their first communion. We had 

the joy of attending to the wedding of two of our 

professors, and to the birth of two infants, 

children of our employees.  

At the same time that our chaplain was preparing kids as well as teens and adults to receive 

certain sacraments, we were advancing in the construction of the Maria Goretti House of 

Female Formation, which, God-willing, will be structurally finished during the month of 

February. Definitely a very fertile and fruitful year. 
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You will never be too busy to think of others. 

Indeed, there are always generous young men who 

decide to give up some time of their lives to the service 

of others. This year we had four exceptional young 

volunteers, Rafael, Enma, Alice, from the US, and 

Lucie, of French origin. They both did a very good job 

in supporting classes and providing accompaniment to 

some kids with learning difficulties. 

Two French young women, Bertille and Anne Sophie, 

will take the baton starting February, along with Xavier 

and Anne-Chantal Fierens, a young married couple of 

Belgian origin who venture to begin their married life 

among us. 

All young men and women eighteen and up, and all adults, the invitation is open to you as 

well. 

Expectations and vision for 2020. 

The needs inherent to the development of our mission become more and more pressing and 

numerous. Reading the conditions of our environment for the future, that is to say the 

Colombian countryside, and the course to which our Colombian society is heading, we 

consider it fundamental to continue providing a Christian education and of good quality to 

our children, youth and adults. Only in this way will we be able to establish the Kingdom of 

God in the bosom of our families and stir up love for the Truth, which is Christ, in the hearts 

of those who have been entrusted to us. 
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The limitations are many, both structural and 

administrative, and particularly economic. The close of the 

year 2019, as we said in the beginning, presents many 

difficulties that make us think of implementing a system of 

patronage that allows us to expand the educational facilities, 

cover payroll expenses, and above all, increase the number of 

kids, with the end of providing a good education. 

How to do it. 

The best for us would be to receive the total annual amount 

(350 € / $370) in December or January. This would allow us to secure the budget of the entire 

school-year, and to properly develop our various projects. Otherwise, you can make your 

contribution periodically. 

In order to establish with you a regular mode of communication, both personal and 

informative, and to guide you in the process of patronage, I provide to you my email address, 

created exclusively for this purpose, <apadrinafssp@yahoo.com>, and the phone-whatsapp 

number +57 320 385 64 61, if you prefer. 

Confident in God’s Providence, I conclude reiterating to you my sincere thanks and 

remaining attentively in your service. 

Always in my heart and in my prayers. 

 

 

Fr. Angel Alfaro Rivero 

Legal FSSP Rep. - Colombia  


